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THE BOND ISSUE: FIVE COMMENTS 


What is your reaction to the proposed $650 million 
Transportation Bond Issue which will be on the ballot 
November 7? Five Department employees were asked 
for their views. We pass these comments on to you. 

“‘This 1972 proposal is exciting. It means another 
opportunity to advance at a much greater speed than the 
usual annual legislative allotment would permit. It means 
the Department can utilize its forces to a greater ex- 
tent to get the work under way so that it will be complet- 
ed years ahead of a ‘normal’ schedule of financing. 

“With new bond money, the Department can plan well 
ahead and save money. With transportation programs in 
planning stages, the Department can see where right of 
way will be needed and make advance acquisition. With 
advance planning, there will be fewer mistakes made by 
realtors, developers and individual property owners. This 
in turn will prevent misunderstandings and possible 
heartbreaks.”’ 

‘Many of the State’s citizens will take the attitude, 
‘What’s in it for me and my particular area?’ The fact 
that everyone in the State benefits from highway improve- 
ments no matter where they happen to be is a necessary 
facet of the bond issue program. 

‘"A successful bond issue campaign will be one in 
which the Transportation Department can point with pride 
to a variety of projects in all phases of the transporta- 
tion picture that have come to fruition over the last five 
years.”’ PO 

‘‘As a Department employee | would be inclined to 
vote ‘yes’ because passage will provide more work for 
Department employees and more jobs for more people, 
and would give Department personnel a ‘vote of confi- 
dence’ to carry out such’a broad program. 

‘“‘As a taxpayer, | would be inclined to vote ‘no’, 
primarily because | have not been convinced that my 


taxes will not be raised.’’ (Editor's Note: The amount of 
the bond issue was set at this figure to avoid new taxes.) 
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‘Things are really shaping up noticeably, even though 
there is more new highway mileage to be completed and 
some that needs to get started and further various im- 
provements that can be made. 

‘*A good chunk of money has gone into what’s been 
done so far, but you don’t build your home or your drive- 
way with peanut shells either. Those very two things 
are capital investments for any of us and most people 


usually do it by a mortgage or loan. This is our typical 


personal kind of a bond.” 
a a an 
‘‘Any fair-minded appraisal of the 1972 bond proposal 


program will readily reveal that the Department is com- 
mitted to the proper emphasis on mass transit versus the 
automobile. The quality of life in our cities must be im- 
proved by clearing the air we all must breathe and re- 
versing the trend toward an ever expanding bumper-to- 
bumper life style.’’ 
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George E. Benson, Sign Painter with the Sign Shop in Tren- 
ton, the only Department employee holding the title of Sign 
Painter, hand letters a 4’ x 4 cautionary sign. 

In addition to varied sign shop duties, Mr. Benson hand 
letters in limited quantities large cautionary and regulatory 
signs and any specially designed signs too large to be silk 
screened. 

Hand-lettered signs constitute about 15 to 25 percent of 
the total signs produced at the Department's sign shop. 


LEJAMBRE TO BE FETED; SEVEN RETIRE 


A dinner-dance will be held in January in honor of 
Leo LeJambre, Highway Engineer, Construction, who is 
retiring with more than 45 years of service. Arrangements 
to attend the affair can be made with Phil Vinch, 
609-298-7500. 

Seven Department employees who have retired recently 
are: Helen Tallon, Secretarial Assistant, Office of the 
Director of Planning (46 years); John M. Goulding, Super- 
visor of Signs and Traffic Lines with the Bureau of Main- 
tenance (30 years); Howard K. Groth, Principal Inspector 


(37 years); George W. Smith, Maintenance Foreman with 
the Bureau of Maintenance (33 years); George Lisk, 
Truck Driver with Bureau of Maintenance (32 years); 
Antonio Saccone, Maintenance Man II with the Division 
of Construction and Maintenance (20 years) and Martha 
E. Altonen, Senior Accident Record Clerk with the Bu- 
reau of esearch and Development (15 years). 


WHAT’S A PIEZOMETER? 


The dictionary defines piezometer as an instrument 
or sensing device used to ‘‘measure the compressibil- 
ity of liquids.’’ The Department uses it as one of sev- 
eral control devices in its ‘‘sand drain’’ installations. 

“Sand drains help to ‘squeeze’ water from marsh- 
lands and to consolidate the soil so that a highway can 
be built on it and in a more direct line than if the orig- 
inal unstable or soggy area had to be bypassed,’’ said 
William A. Stam, Highway Engineer with Materials. 

When it is not feasible to build a highway around a 
marshland, the sand drain is used. According to Michael 
Immordino, Principal Engineer with Soils, ‘‘This involves 
drilling many holes until they reach firm soil. They are 
drilled about 6 to 10 feet apart and are filled with special 
sand to become sand drains. A layer of similar sand, 
called a ‘sand blanket’, is backfilled over the sand 
drains. 

“When ‘surcharge’ or earth fill is dumped over the 
blanket,’’ states Immordino, ‘‘its weight squeezes the 
water either up through the sand drains and out through 
the sand blanket, or down through the sand drains to 
firm drainable soil at the bottom. As more surcharge is 
added,’’ he explains, ‘‘enough water is squeezed out to 
consolidate the soil sufficiently to firmly hold the weight 
of the new road.”’ 

“Without strict control of all phases of the sand drain 
operation,’’ emphasized Mr. Stam, ‘‘there is the possi- 
bility of complete failure of consolidating the soil. This 
would result in extreme costs and extensive delays in 
construction.” 

“To help prevent this,’’ he pointed out, ‘‘devices are 
installed to monitor the pressure of water in the sand 
drains and to determine the rate and amount of soil con- 
solidation taking place. One of these devices is the 
piezometer, many of which are used in conjunction with 
the sand drain installation.’’ 

Currently, Materials personnel of Region I] are mon- 
itoring all devices used to check the effectiveness of 


the sand drains installed on the 1-1/4-mile Route 7 high- 
way and ramps project in Kearney. 

The piezometers are enclosed in casings that are 
driven into the ground after the sand blanket is back- 
filled. They are installed at three different levels. Each 
piezometer has small flexible tubing extending from its 
sensing mechanism up through the casing to a hook-up 
station, one of several on the surface. A portable con- 
trol unit plugged into a hook-up station indicates pres- 
sure readings on its gauges. Later, the readings are 
plotted to provide a graphic analysis of the soil con- 
solidation. 


Chester Lyszezek, Civil Engineer Trainee with Construc- 
tion in District Il, is recording the number of blows per inch 
of penetration in the final phase of driving one of many steel 
piles into the ground. The count is recorded to determine the 
depth of the pile and to assertain when it has reached the 
point of “‘refusal’’ (the bottom) without being damaged. 

The pile-driving operation is part of the Department's high- 
way and ramps construction project on Route 7 in Kearny. 

Steel piles are driven approximately 110 feet deep for the 
westbound underpass of the project. 


CASH FOR IDEAS 


USE THE SUGGESTION AWARDS PROGRAM 


Happy Notes 


John W. Keller, Highway Marker Foreman with Dis- 


trict Four has been promoted to Supervisor of Traffic 


Signs and Lines at the Sign Shop in Trenton. Mr. Keller | 


has been with the Department for more than 35 years. 


The wedding of Miss Linda Mina and John McCarthy 
took place recently at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church 
in Jersey City. Miss Mina is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Nicholas Mina. Mr. Mina is an Electrical Foreman with 
Traffic Engineering in Region Il. 


Nicholas Tortello, Area Supervisor with the Bureau 
of Maintenance, and his family, vacationed recently in 
Bar Harbor, Maine. They visited Acadia National Park 


and did some mountain climbing. 


William H. Breen, District Supervisor in Region Four, 
attended as a delegate the State American Legion Con- 
vention, recently held in Wildwood. His family accom- 
panied him. 7 


Mr. and Mrs. Louis Ciprietti have announced the en- 
gagement of their daughter, Miss Mary Ciprietti, to Bruce 
Cosaboom, Principal Engineer Highway Research with 
the Division of Research. An April wedding is planned. 


Michael Mele, Jr., Electrical Mechanic with the Bu- 
reau of Maintenance, Region II, and his wife, Kathleen, 
announce the birth of their daughter, Catherine Ann. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mele also have a daughter, Suzanne, 3. 
Mr. Michael Mele, Sr. is acting Foreman of the Newark 
Garage. 


As eS 


St. Alphonsus Roman Catholic Church provided the | 
setting for the recent marriage of Miss Mary Margaret | 


Cooper, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. Thomas Cooper of 
Hopewell, and George B. Spencer III, Mechanic Trainee 
with Maintenance. 


Dominick Spinelli, Equipment Operator with the Bu- 
reau of Maintenance, and his wife toured Nevada and 
Arizona during his vacation, visiting the Grand Canyon 
and entertainment casinos. 


Miss Barbara R. Ammann, Principal Clerk Steno with 
the Bureau of Maintenance, and Vincent J. Pingitor were 
united in marriage recently in a double-ring ceremony at 
Our Lady of Good Counsel Roman Catholic Church. Fol- 
lowing a reception, the couple made a wedding trip to 
Puerto Rico. 


Frank Manhart and Earl Albright with Bureaus of 


Maintenance and Equipment, and their wives, recently 


spent a week vacationing in Michigan. Mr. Manhart visit- 
ed Detroit and Mr. Albright, Sturgis. 
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Lou Vena, Principal Clerk (left) and Mrs. Betty Duboy, 
Senior Clerk, of the Newark Office are discussing the com- 
pletion of a ‘Utility Opening Permit’’ application which 
has been approved and is being prepared for typing. 


Before permits can be issued for such installations as 
driveways, utilities, telephone poles, and a variety of other 
activities within the State’s right-of-way, they must be ap- 
proved by the Permits Section. 


APPOINTED TO STATE AWARDS COMMITTEE 


Lorraine Spencer, Accountant II] with the Bureau of 
Accounting, was recently sworn in as a new member of 
the New Jersey State Employees’ Awards Committee. 

James A. Alloway, President of Civil Service Com- 
mission, presided at the ceremony. 

Mrs. Spencer began her employment in State service 
as a Key Punch Operator with the Division of Motor Ve- 
hicles in 1955. She worked up through the ranks by at- 
tending college at night and advanced to her present po- 


sition with DOT. 
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LET US KNOW WHAT IS HAPPENING 


The TRANSPORTER wants news of interest about 
and for Department employees. If you would like to be- 
come a TRANSPORTER correspondent to keep us in- 
formed of activities in your area, contact the Editor, 
Larry O’Rourke, Room 131, Trenton, 609-292-3108, SCAN 
322-3108. 

We are seeking information about employees who have 
been promoted, won any awards, announced their en- 
gagement, married recently, announced the birth of a 
new arrival, recently celebrated or who contemplate 
celebrating a wedding anniversary, participated in ath- 
letic events with other DOT personnel, recently com- 
pleted two weeks of active duty with a Reserve or a 
National Guard unit, or any other interesting employee 


news. 
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Edward Romeo, Field Supervisor (standing), 


records water pressure data as it is being mon- 
itored on the piezometer’s control unit by Anthony 
Rossi, Engineering Aide | (right). 


In the background is John Grace, Engineer- 
ing Aide II, checking the water table through 
the observation well. (See piezometer story) 


